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In May of 1812 Perceval was assassinated, and Lord Liver-
pool became Prime Minister. As before, a proposition was
made to the Whigs that they should enter the Cabinet and, as
before, refused. For the Regent the situation was again one of
distressing complexity; his political shuffling was marvellous,
while his nervous irritability reached such a point that it
became nearly impossible for anyone even to speak to him.
When Lord Moira went to see him to discuss the position lie
found him almost beside himself. "Such a scene I never heard
of," writes Creevey; "the young monarch cried loud and long;
in short, he seems to have been very nearly in convulsions . . .
Moira suggested to him that perhaps he would wish to be more
composed before they went further into detail, and this was
agreed to." "In short," sums up Creevey, "I begin to think
that his reign will end in a day or two in downright
insanity."
The fact of the Whigs being excluded from office was in a
curious way to affect both Caroline and Charlotte; for the
more virulent Whigs, disgruntled at the turn of events, bitterly
hostile to the Regent for what they considered his treachery,
found in espousing the cause of these two women a most
acceptable opportunity of revenge.
The prime actor in the movement was the Whig lawyer,
and, now unseated, member of Parliament, Henry Brougham,
whom we have already seen several years ago sitting talking
to the Regent at Lady Melbourne's. He had been a guest at
Caroline's parties since the end of 1809, going to them, he says,
"as to a house where agreeable society was always assembled/*
and for the past year Caroline had consulted him on all
matters to do with her invidious position. Another politician,
a brewer called Samuel Whitbread, became her other adviser,
and he and Brougham now placed themselves like two heraldic
supporters one on each side of her. Samuel Whitbread, a
philanthropic and exceptionally kind-hearted man, was far
the more disinterested of the two, and appears to have been
prompted, at any rate in part, by a natural instinct to help a
woman whom he considered badly treated.
The Regent had originally allowed Caroline to see Charlotte
every week, but he had lately announced that she was now only
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